COMMON QU

from Pet Parents About Vaccinations
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Becouse pel parents have questions about vaccination, this guide hos been developed to support you
and your colleagues in responding te some common client concerns. Helping pet parents understand

why we vaccinate pets and the vaccines you are recommending con help them appreciote and ogree to
help keep their beloved pets protected from disease with regular vaccinations.

The questions are general in nature, so feel free to tailor the responses to your local situation.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS BY OWNERS ABOUT VACCINES AND VACCINATION

How do vaccinations work? The immune system
fights ol inksctions in your pel's body and, imparianily,
‘remambary’ the infeciious orgonism so thiod he nigxt fime
it mests the orgonism, it is oble o fight it off more ropidly

and efficiently

A voccination stimulates your pal’s immuna sysiem by
mimicking the infecticus arganism bt without cousing the
diszase. This enables the immune system fo remember the
orgonism and be prepored to tockle it but without hoving
io expariance the dissase first. In esance, o voecing
‘lanches’ the body to defend itsall agains the infection
before it gels sick.

If my pet isn’t feeling well, is it still acceptable
for I?n;m or her to be vaccinated? Being healtky a
the fime of vaccinalion is wwally recommanded. If you have
any queshions, contact us belore bringing your pet in.

What happens if my pet misses a vaccination
or boostar? Al pets require voccinalion af spacific
intervals throughout their lives 1o help keep them protecied
from disease. |t is very imporkant that your pet receives

all recommended vaccinahons al the appropriate hme_ If
you miss a dose, conbact our office as soon as you con,
and we will make an appointmant 1o get your pet back on
schadula,

Is every vaccination you are recommending
required or mandatory? Some voccines, such as
rablas, may be legally required. Yoccines referrad fo as
'core’ vaccines ore strongly recommended for all dogs
and cats becouse they protect against significant disease
thraats. Other vaccinations, referred to os ‘non-core’, may
alss be ecommended, depending on your pats lifestyle
or the area in which you live. We will recommend which
waccings are right for your pet,

Can my pregnant dog or cat be vaccinated?
Vaccines that howe besn lested ond shown bo be sofe for
use during pregnancy can be used if needed; however,
we generally advise avoiding any unnecessory medical
or surgical procadure during pregnancy since unexpached

problems may occosionally occur. In tha cose of
vaccination, if may be better to plan ahead and vaccinake
before your dog or cat males if she would be due a
reguksr booster whils pregaont. Conboct us o discuss your
ophona.

Do older pets still need to be vaccinated?
The short answer i 'yes. Older pet: can skl suffer from
infectious disaases. The Meastyle of vour pat, however,
mioy change as he or she agas, which may mean that
some of the optional, ‘non-core’ vaccines that your pat
has routinely been given ore no longer comsidared
nacassary. Our office can provide more spacific odvice
an this

Humans don't get vawinated sach year so
why would my pet need to receive a vaccine
nnnuu“r'? Tha duralion of ir'nrnuni1:|.' F-n||m-ling voccirehicn
can vory depending on the type of voccine used and on
the individual animal. Some voccines provide protection
thot losts for ot least 3 years. In these coses. we odvise
revaccinalion at 3year inlervals. Other vaceinas, howavar,
do not provide protection that losks as long. In this cose, o
'boasker” voccmation, given annually, 5 a highly efective
way of helping to keep your pet protecied from disease.

Why does my puppy or kitten reguire repeated
vaccinations? There are 2 main reasans, Firsk, soma
vaccinges require 2 or mare doses o be given infially o
fewr waeks apart fo ensune they stimulate o Rll protective
immunity. Secondly, for a pariod of ime, young pats are
protecied by antibodies they recaiva from their mother
[mosthy in the first milk). Over the first few weeks or months
of [#e, however, these maternal antibodies fode, leaving
pats vulnaroble to many infectious diseoses. Although
maternal antibodies ore important for early protection,
they con interfere with vaccination, Thus, repeat doses of
vaccine are often required to ensure that voccine immunity
is iriggered when pets are al their most vulnerable.

Why does my adult pet require booster
vaccinations? Immunity is estoblished in young puppies



and kittens following their initial voccination course;
unfortunately, this immunity may not lest for life. They will
normally need regular booster doses every 1 1o 3 years

depending on the vaccine. By ‘reminding’ the immune

sysham In this way, booster vaccmations help keep your pel
prolected ower hme.

Does my pet need to be vaccinated if it stays
indoors all the time? Dongerous can be
anywhere, evan indoons. Diseasss and organisms thal meay
infect your ped can be carried inko your home by wistors,
other pats, or umwonted howe guasts such os rodents

or bats, Thare is ridk, tao, IF your pet venbures cutside or
travels i o boarding focility or groomer. Vo cination will
help protect your pet from disaasa.

Da | need to vaccinate if my pet doesn’t go to
cotteries/boarding facilities? Some disaases pose o
risk fo all dogs ond cofs, even if they are never boarded.
These are referrad o as “core’ diseases ond the voccines
that protact against tham are known as ‘core’ voccines. All
dng: and cats should be voccinated with their respactiva
COrE woCCines, .I"JH'M:H.I-EH pets in boarding estoblishments
may be ot risk for other [non-core) diseases [such as conine
cough in dogs), many pels thal are net boardad will alss
be ot risk for these diseoses becouse of thair parficular
lifestyle. We can provide advice on which vaccines are
right fer vour pes.

Why doas my pet need an examination befara
being vaccinated? Voccination: are most effective
wihen your pet is healthy, which is why examinations are
aften parformed balfore o vaocine is given. Health checks
ol allow us to identify any problams your pet might ba
having and to cddress those ksuas appropriataly.

Is there any chance my pet will get sick even
after being vaccinated? Today's vaccines are highly
effective in prolecling pels againa dissase. Howevar, os
is the case with , sach pat's body has o different
capabslity mda; itself sgamst a disease, even afler
being wvaccinated. While some animals exposed o o
disease after being woccinated may nof be able ko fully
fight off infection, vaeccination 13 genarally effective and

is an important way i help keep your pet protected from
disease.

How can | tell if my pet is having on adverse
reaction to o vaccine? Just ke humans, pats maoy have
mild reactions ko @ voccination (such as shight soreness or

a slight fevar| that can last a doy or two after the injecticn.
In maost coses, thase mactions quickly go owoy on their
own, Howavar, if your shows mona sarious reachions,
such os vomifing, dsa , bumpy or iichy skin, swelling
[especially around the foce or eyes], coughing or difficulty
breathing, or weakness in the limbs, call our office
immedictely 5o wa con dicuss the bast coursa of oetion

May | have my pet's antibody titer measured
before | decide to booster-vaceinate? Your pet's
tiser con be maasured for some diseases but nat for all,
Even so, there are a nermber of issues that make tiler
measuring complicated. Although a high tiler means your
pel may be well protected, many pels con have a low tiler
and sfill be protected. Tilerleding alsa cosls money and

in o numbser of coses, the result will confirm that your ped
should have o baoster vacelnglion. Also, bacouse a titer is
within recommended levels mdoy, thare is no guorontes as
to how bong it will stoy at that level. Vaccination schedubes
have boan |:|u:|r-|;|-1|.l|':|-I I:h'l.l'ﬂll:lFﬂ'l:' fo anwura a pat remaing
profecied over fima, so it is genarally recommended that
you hove your pet voccinoted occording fo thot schedule.

We hope these questions assist you in having conversations with pet owners about helping to protect their pets

and their families from disease.
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